
Geauga Board of Mental Health and Recovery Services - 3/16/2022

Regular Board Meeting 3/16/22 6:00 p.m at 13244 Ravenna Rd, Chardon, OH.  In-person and
virtual access for board members.

Board members attending in-person included Chair Jennifer Malainy, Vice Chair Steven Oluic,
Treasurer Michael Petruziello, Secretary Alberta Chokshi, Ann Bagley, Walter Claypool, Marty
Fay, Jimmy Lee Holden, Dr. Vanessa Jensen, Kathy Johnson, Linda Miller and Mary Ruth
Shumway.  Dr. Carolee Lesyk participated virtually. Gregory O’Brien was absent.  Treasurer
Michael Petruziello arrived at 6:55 p.m.

Staff attended in-person and included CEO/Executive Director James Adams, Associate Director
Amie Martin-d’Arienzo, Finance Manager Jim Mausser, Administrative Support Teresa Slater

Meeting called to order at 6:03 p.m.

Minutes approved from the Feb. 2, 2022 meeting.

Chairman’s Report - Chair Jennifer Malainy reminded members that four Board members have
terms expiring. Reviewer’s note: terms expire June 30, 2022 for Petruziello, Holden,  Johnson
and Shumway.  Appointments for these positions are made by the County Commissioners.
Discussion regarding:

● need more time to consider RFPs,
● need to identify who in the population needs services
● what Board’s priorities are

NONAGENDA ITEM: Mr. Claypool moved that meetings be in-person only.
● Some Board members commented that their medical or other needs may require them

to attend remotely.
● Comment was made that Zoom is not a secure platform because the Chinese monitor

Zoom and listen in.
Dr. Jensen moved to amend Mr. Claypool’s motion to allow remote attendance when necessary.
Revised motion passed. Reviewer’s note: HB51 was signed into law by Governor DeWine on
2/17/2022 and permits public officials to conduct public business virtually through June 30,
2022.

CEO Report - Mr. Adams’s CEO Report for March, 2022 was provided to the board in advance of
the meeting.  No discussion.

Committee Reports
● Agency Relations

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1t2bDoh8hiT-n4Om2SX4q9pIq4xVSCgNR/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103397551889661340822&rtpof=true&sd=true


● Finance
● Planning and Policies Committee- Committee reviewed the policy manual and identified

areas requiring additional policies.  Surveys will be used and results sent to the Board.
2) Board now reporting to the Probate Court as required.

● Housing Committee – Surveys will provide compilation of data on housing

Board Review and Action Items
● Resolution 22-03-01 SAMHSA Block Grant Covid Mitigation funds. Allocation is from

Sept. 2021-Sept. 2025, mostly for testing.  If not accepted the money goes back. Motion
to accept funds passed though several members voted against accepting the funds.

● Resolution 22-03-2 Reimbursement to Geauga Safety Center. Resolution passed.
● Financial Reports - report on amounts expended to date ($1.25 million to date).

Old Business (we believe this was the old business. It was hard to tell).
● Question raised about Board’s insurance coverage and action recommended regarding

reappraisal of buildings for this purpose.

New Business (we believe this was the new business. Again, it was hard to tell.)
● Mr. Claypool introduced Morris Eason, a former boxer who runs Round One Ministry and

a gym in Chesterland.  He does counseling for troubled children. No action taken.
● Dr. Jensen suggested that a technology and communications committee be established

because the Board’s website needs work. No action taken.

Discussion Items
● Staff Calendars - Discussion about requiring staff to produce calendars once per month

so that Board members can keep track of their activities.  Dr. Jensen and Dr. Lesyk
expressed concern about the Board’s micromanaging of staff and the harm that can do.
Mr. Claypool stated that this is not micromanagement and is an appropriate function of
the Board.  Board voted to continue to receive monthly calendars from staff.

● NONAGENDA ITEM: Mr. Petruziello questioned why the Northeast Ohio Hub has
expanded and the Board elected to receive a HUB report. Reviewer’s Comment: We
believe Mr. Petruziello is referring to the Mental Health & Addiction Advocacy Coalition’s
Northeast Ohio Hub, a regional coalition that serves Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain,
Medina, Portage, and Summit counties.

● Art in the Park - per Board discussion, they are no longer involved with this program.
Reviewer Comment: See Item VI of the Feb 2, 2022 MHRS minutes for previous
discussion of this topic.

● NONAGENDA ITEM - Discussion was initiated by Ms. Johnson regarding social emotional
curricula in schools and whether it was a mandate or a standard.  Agreement that there
is a state standard regarding issues on suicide and mental health.

○ Suggestions made that this Board may want to consider this issue.
○ Dr. Jensen stated that is more appropriately addressed by the school boards.
○ Mr. Petruziello, Mr. Claypool and Ms. Johnson expressed concern over this issue

and whether it creates problems for children.
○ Dr. Leszyk stated that the Board’s priorities are to the population it serves

https://mhaadvocacy.org/northeast-ohio-hub/
https://mhaadvocacy.org/northeast-ohio-hub/
https://www.geauga.org/board-minutes/


○ Dr. Jensen stated data is necessary before deciding if curricula is hurting kids.
● Erica Zaffiro, a West Geauga Schools parent, spoke about the QPR program in schools

and why she believes it is inappropriate for students.  Stated that the Educational
Service Center and Lake/Geauga Recovery Center is responsible for this program.
Parents were not told it would be used.  Suggestion was made that the ESC should be
invited to the Board meeting to explain.

Public Comment - no members of the public offered comment

Adjournment - Meeting adjourned at 7:49pm.

Next meeting - Unclear whether virtual attendance is an option for the public.

● Special Meeting on Thursday, March 24, 2022 at 5:00 PM to discuss the discipline,
dismissal or demotion of a public employee or the investigation of charges or complaints
against a public employee.

● Regular Meeting on April 20, 2022 at 6pm.

Meeting Schedule -  meetings for the Board and for the Joint Agency and Finance Committees
found under the “Home” tab of the website, listed in the left column: https://www.geauga.org

Approved Board Minutes -  found under the “About Us” tab of the website, listed in the left
column: https://www.geauga.org/board-minutes/

Observers - Aimee Gilman and Nina Lalich, submitted 3/22/2022

Editor - Shelly Lewis

Reviewer - Gail Roussey

The League of Women Voters of Geauga is a 501(c)(3) nonpartisan political organization that
encourages informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding
of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy. They
do not support or oppose individual candidates or parties. Learn more about the LWVG at
www.lwvgeauga.org.
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