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Board of Elections Lawsuit against the County Commissioners 

The Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) has been served with a lawsuit against the Commissioners 
that the Board of Elections members have filed to try and force the BOCC to provide the BOE funds to 
install an expensive fire suppression system in the BOE offices at the new County Office building when 
an adequate and widely utilized fire suppression system has already been installed. 

The Commissioners have worked diligently with the BOE for last several years regarding their space in 
the new County Office Building.  There were numerous meetings with BOE staff and the BOE Board 
discussing the space and walkthroughs of the BOE space in the new building.  During this time The BOCC 
has dealt with 3 BOE directors and 3 BOE Assistant Directors due to the constant employee turnover at 
the BOE.  This dysfunction has caused the County to expend approximately $671,000 so far to make 
changes to the space.  The BOE was set to have another walkthrough of their space in the new building 
next week to review the latest changes that have been provided however they chose to file a lawsuit 
instead. 

The Commissioners have redesigned the BOE space multiple times due to the changing goalposts set by 
the BOE.  These changes, which are too numerous to detail, have resulted in wasted taxpayer dollars.  
The BOE complains that the area provided in the new building is smaller than their current space.  This is 
accurate when you count all the hallways that are not legally usable (fire hazard, blocking of egress 
routes) for operations or storage.  However, they fail to take into account that the office space in the 
new building is in large open areas that will easily allow a large number of staff to perform their daily 
tasks instead of being pigeonholed into numerous small offices in their current location. 

Two of the most frustrating parts of the discussions with the BOE Board was when the BOE employees 
would start to explain how the layout as designed could work for daily and election operations the 
Board members would immediately start talking about other areas they considered issues ignoring the 
people who do the hard work of daily operations and the Board Member’s constant bashing and 
belittling of Geauga County voters saying how the voters would not know how to form lines; would be 
confused by having to traverse stairs and elevators; and that this confusion would result in fistfights. 

The Commissioners are and will remain dedicated to providing safe, secure, convenient, and accessible 
voting to all our residents.  The new BOE location will be in a state of the art building near the center of 
the County yards away from the Sheriff’s Office, Geauga Hospital and Geauga Transit.  It is unfortunate 
that petty political squabbles by the BOE members will only serve to hinder the ability of residents to 
vote and waste additional taxpayer dollars. 


